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tumult of a city as large as London and Paris.1 We
may be sure that the proud patricians who in their
walks on the Aventine cast a glance on the other
side of the Tiber, never suspected that the future
was being made ready in that mass of hovels which
lay at the foot of the Janiculum.2 Near the port
was a kind of lodging-house, well known to the
people and the soldiers under the name of the Tdberna
Meritoria. There, to attract gazers, was shown what
pretended to be a spring of oil flowing from the
rock. From a very early date the Christians looked
upon this spring of oil as symbolical: they alleged
that its appearance had been simultaneous with
the birth of Jesus.3 At a later period the Taberna
seems to have been turned into a church.4 Under
Alexander Severus, we find the Christians and the

1  Platner and Bunsen, Beschreibung der Stadt Rom. i. 183,
185.    The excavations recently made near the agger of Servius
Tullius prove an almost incredibly large population.

2  Conf. Tacit. Hist v. 5.

3  Orosius, vi. 18, 20.    The lesser Christian Martyrology (ed.
Eosweide), July 9.    Vid. Forcellini, s. v. meritorius.

4  According to Eoman tradition, the Church of St. Maria
in Trastovere has succeeded the Taberna.    Vid. IsTardini, Roma
antica, iii. 336, 337.    Platner and Bunsen, iii. Pt. iii. 6593 660.